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Profile Richie Hebner: Little League To The Majors |
StarredﬂFtordF’(Er‘Seasons ' — : .

In Hockey And Baseball
At Norwood High School

* . By FRANK WALL

«I still remember when I was-a nine gear old kid playing at the Father
McAleer Field in Norwood and starting out in Little League baseball in Norwood.
] used to rush home every afternoon and turm on the radio and listen to the
ed Sox. I used to dream in those days of playing Major League baseball but I
ess every kid has that dream and 1 never thought I would havé the chance
'm getting this year,” said Richie Hebner, Norwood ard the Bay State League’s
ift to the majors as he gets ready to play third base for the Pittsburg Pirates
is season. ¢

Since he was nine and right were e boys in ‘ml thner‘l'\ow 1 \\;ll llwadys Rn“n\en\ber
A . . gamily end the athletic in-hmm.” he sai ichie o
p to the present time Richlel B0 " ) " high, as Mr. Bill Neilson, who died iz A
just been & fan oo was an avid sports fan years ago
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SIGNS WITH PIRATES — Alter graduating from Nor-

lete. He excelled inland the kids were playing It seemed that every teamp
ball and h»«kchy in high|paseball at all times. he played on was successful, NS~
1and when he wes in| On the playgrounds Richie|where he played one year as a 5 WINNER i

orwood  Lictle League helled his team for four years in|13 year old an won the batting M‘:COLG‘AN AWARD — Richie Hebner was the first winner of the Paul wood High in"1966, Richie .Hebner the number
wrote all the record books. |batting, and was soon to make title, Richie played for the F. McColgan Memorial Award presentéd to Norwood's outstanding senior hockey one draft choice ol the Pittsburg Pira Left to +
The time has gone by and s name known in Norwood |Orioles under Tom Riolo and ayer. The award was presented at the >anquet for the Bay State League Hockey “| willlam Hebner father of Richi Ralph (Cl -
The e e e b o e e Ko ™ year  old|Pat Lydon and the club won| Champs of 1966, Loft to right, Frank e e o e MCoglan, widow of Paul |y et ol the Putas, and Richie Heb
hance to play regulatly for & playing Little League baseball the league with the 13 ‘ez otd| McColgcm: Lennie Cealarski, Clarkson C sllege hockey/ coach and former Now | Whilan, chiebscout of the Pirates. and Richie 7ebn

jor league team. e'siin Norwood. As & nine |leading the way sod h hockey coa who presentei the award to H igh B
¢ Lable to let it go by \ Jear old he was a starting | After Little League it was _wood High hockey coach, W70 esented the award lo Hebner. atright. ~_ lhrother Bill, 26, who s a BRIGHT FUTURE

. |
minor league umpire, &l N,y with his high school

shortstop for the Tigers
Tbutes have been desire. the  undfr Pret Nellson and Gus
ill to win, and mlm work, 10| Petrovek, and when he was
with his natural talent tgn he was the Little League 3 5
“] just can't believe this n‘ bagting champ In eraiod LOVED HOCKEY
B e having this chance to play| with a .665 average. That | As s youngster Richie
major league baseball. Every| was the year that N o rwood |Hebner loved hockey also. He o >In his junior year at
ime ghat 1 think of it I get! went to the state finals and first played hockey on the|SrON" D e O otangs|caught some 350 feet away | pionship with Hebner leading| ~ i couches in high school
foosel pimples. 1 just hope 1| ten year olds were not pond behind his house. Every{Norviod 8 o Mustane®|He was making his mark as|the way. o e ey that he was slugging that puck
il gt g the fans| allowed to  play iB |morming before school Richie ond they werd all to YOS | was walked 14 times in-| Now came the big belst \oltor four, vears, John Tace taio nis brother’s pads behind
t No and the Bay State| tournament ~ making _this |33 out there skating and|[tr, Sie¥ e et Ipole ientionally in the 18 geme Triple A and a year with the|grank  Jacques, and Dave i . taking the iC#%E"
League. 1 will try to do my| feat something else agaln. shooting pucks. Up at 5 am. n':‘d"l‘:‘ ‘::2 m"“"'ﬁml‘e HJ’"“"“"‘ . |Columbus  Jets” in the In-|Harenett in oot b \‘:S lgldm?e, tal nghluu-‘x't 0 a
best to represent them for| As an eleven year old he".md out to the pond and skate, |87 B 10 T at the Four| His next two seasons the ternational ~League under| sy T vm“) rilling: rol‘nr“, ).mu " V\:;
they are one of the biggestlaggin led the league in hitting|skate, skate and shoot, shoot, g:;m Arena in Walpole|major league scouts watched Johnny Pesky. Another great| \:“" ‘;";' ‘;{‘““ » ‘33‘*_ “;‘"m‘d “f o‘“"-f "li‘"n’l.'
easons that | am having this and wa4 on the all star team shoot. ime K played hockey. Ihis every move and they saw year batting 216, despite a “’"l P i ‘LL" ;;“ t “‘)- ) T‘M ’m'\' e ;.’ e
ce,” Richie added. that went to the statel He Y18 was magic|him make some big ones |month in the Marines. He had E m‘ﬂuvem '.::"he _n“;‘l 1:2 “_‘(?,.u m,"“ﬂ“); peapie. 18
In high school baseball his|three of his biggest thnlls in o5 3 O0e T ommon,  We| Now mmu’- A —

on .o Babe Kuth League :

O 0 B e he cassat| He had ™10 goals In his first could vun the bases with the the Carolina League and his|

hockey t0o. year, and theq came three best them. manager was Joe Morgan of i

more great yearswap the ice. | In his sophomare year|neighboring Walpole. He was|another brother Brian, 2. A nemory and his minor leagus

e B o ot he  le|Hictned batted a cool 383 21 Phe allstar third baseman and|clase knit family who always|y, "o by Richie Hebrer
Neswood 1o 'the Bay State|l®d four howme T and at/batted a healthy 5%, and|gayed together and rooted for : o

B o Pother balls were Raleigh won the league cham-leqch other at all times has his sights on the major

| [ leagues. It wasn't long ago

brother Robbie, age 23, and| .4 1 i1e League days just &

his
on the icy

In reviewing the career of quarterfinals. He and Skip ?;.‘:dk ;
chie Hebner one could write Lockwood™ teamed up 10 lead dark every night it was more "y A . two b t thrills » in his sports last year 5
, A e e n Richie's senior year he two bigges ills came in his $pO Y th wanted in,”  he challeng con't be at Mur-
a book of over 1.000 pages. We the powerful Norwood team shooting with Denny in thel oo Sy f.ml-dslu"“c he venior year. The first came at| The first of these three :‘:um wai .&w n,"  he ”“";‘n'-ﬂ It won't he st ;\‘1::.
o the highlights. of his|The Messenger healdine m net. and ‘that is how  MeiNorwood to another Bay State Natick when the score was|came on Monday, August 127 T Dednam, Memorial
eloped his tremendous|p . e crown and in his h,urldwdluckcd 44 going into th¢ The Columbus Jets played an TOP OPPONENTS Field ‘m Needham m" he

career from his childhood{1959  read ‘*‘Hebner. o 2 5
days right up until last Tues- Lockwood lead Norwoo 4 shot that was to make s big| 2 ! . X >
ys right up ¢ e rwood s biglvears at el eleventh inning and up: came exhibition game at Forbes| o Lo many outstan-|Baston Arena or Four Seqsons

4 orwood
day night when he was set to|Americans Over Dedham o imprint on high school hockey.\yp, o had & 41-11.5/Hebner with the bases loadgdd.|Field against the Piutsburg| g
e Cardinals”  Bob 1. Lockwood struck out 13/ When he Wid, in the &th'l7 0 Heber e ol some Q00| Pirates, and all Richie did/ding athietes no phiAved Arenn Be e o
e Richie playe Sot BURE . nte : e against. He rates Jim Prevett, 2 4 - 1
e e e ight contertild was bang out four hits in four| 3E3Inst He rates Jim SNEV Tl 5 sch Stadium in St. Louis,

Gibson in the major league and allowed one hit and Heb! =
. ) ebner received perhaps his
lopener at St. Louis Hebner had four hits mcluding, 9n TTom Clifford's hockey |, ;op eq honor in hi fence 1o give the Mustangs thetat-bats including three singles| -
gh school in & 8 e ncluding three SIng'88) g " ithe Los Angeles Coliseum,
Starred In Little League |a three run home run program which took place |\iF L vhen Norwood Wi |and a double to lead the m;‘Mt(;::n(;;:m‘:::i;mﬁ:mfs “.‘,"'ﬁ‘kortm }.Mﬂ*“m Phisburg,

The second can « 8 vie g 8
last game "'d“" ;:" rhe:l }:;m; 3; l";rl‘l’;:vbr::! .(‘;“::::l‘ ott Godfrey and Dave Jones And it won't be 4,000 fans, it
Norwood needed to beat open tF eyes after that of Needham and Kevin wm.imu' be 50,000
Calecied as Most Valuable| Dedham tohave a chance at |periormanod Brad Brooks and  Dickl Wh all s success Richid
Player in the tourney. the state tourney. Perhaps | His second thrill came .h,,‘De{ane) of Walpole HebQ:-r still thinks ohl the fans
e has bed many thrills In | the biggest crowd ever at a \he had spent a month in the| The team he wanted to winlin 1 ;»r\\':;od and his many
sports in high school and in local high school game was |Marines and had just arrived 88ains the most was Walpole fricnds. Hhis 14 t words were:
the mirior leagues, and stitl | o0 hand and ‘Hebner had one |back at the Jets camp in time in hockey. Facing 4 Walpole 1 liope 1 don't let my many
of his best days us he had a-|for a night game. He hadn'|team foached by Charlie Cin-|friends and supporters down
swung a bat in a month and|to was always a challenge and|They have treated me s0 well
most thought it would “take that rivalry was sure and l"v\.-m to make good for
ething. In bascball his two them
“ol.| Well, Richie speaking as &

“Richie . was born in St| In his last year in Litile 3% Tabor Rink In Needham |
Miizabeth's hospital in/League he again was the ba.| on Saturday mornings at 5 was knocked out of the statel
Brighton on November 26, Ung champ and perhaps his 3-m. 1 used to-live to play
1947, He was living in biggest thrills came on the for that Saturday moming
Nonwmud he didat play/town Championship game| on lce with boards aro
any ball or hockey inagainst our Braves when he it. I sometimes would wake
junior high school, as he at-/pitched 2 five hitter, struck| up at ¢ a.m. just to make
ded 1

tourney by Waltham in the|
quarterfinal round, yet he was

St. Catherine'sout eight and hadnthree hits| sure I wouldn't miss a ride
Parochial School for his fipst/including a .my\ym home| t?..lm':‘ s o bia
eight years of school. He|run which won th me by a ve o say one
T O o muh|L3 margin. He was pernapelthe finest genllemen, I have Jamaaty slght n 1068,
baseball as a youngster. He|the bést hitter ever to come known and a fellow who gIVesiy " g alwa .‘ Lig el
was down at the Shattuck out of Norwood Little League. |50 much to the kids is Tom ys_been
ather MacAleer’s "I cgrtainly owe a lot to uune;gl“"“"d» He ls still x;ur;nl-nc hig
ockey program and I'm sure!

biggest came on

single, a double and a home
run to lead the Mustangs to
e ; “N‘:‘m :u:h to the |him a couple of weeks to get som Lhie d
e e Norweod fany, [back in ‘shape. That nightitop opponents were .oe 87|
f;‘:'mz’:;’im ::’E’tﬁ and Impressive to 20 |Hebner naPe. inch hit injeman of Natick, now with the person who has watched you
play every day and Leaghe and my manager Pret| Y 5 B Cltowns just lived' for lhall scouts on hand. He [the bottom of the ninth with|Washington _ Senators and play right up from Little
night with his older brothers Neilson who helped me in Lit-[the DT’P‘G in Norwood d""“‘g-yne. That goal has to be the had a .404 four year batting |bases loaded and the Jets shortstop  Vic Gatto  of League through your b‘lx
Billy, Brian and Robbig am:l‘llt League. I will never forget sometimes realize what he m\bi(gest thrill of my life and 1 average at Norwood High. trailing 3-2 !w_cdh_un chance and for snu}\(-\)«;dy who
younger brother Denny. Thereithe help he gave me and 1 done f their| 8T expect another like it."| Richie also played 3 years| - He laced a single (o | ‘Some ot hls teammates who has shared many thrilling and
—_— — tow! Richie sdded. With the score(of Legion baseball for Ralph| center scoring the tying and had a fond ion for him, ts a8
fiad ot 0.0 snd time running|White's Walpole Legion team ning runs and was mob- |in hockey and baseball in-|well, all we can say s that we
ook, Heboer, who was a mark-|2nd has nothing but respect| bed by his teammates as |cluded Bill Hasenfus, Billjall wish you nothing but the
| > for White, as .he kept up his| 6.305 fans gave him a stan- Crowley, Blaine Maus, Timlbest, and we know that you

Twomey, Mike Bradley, Brad' will make it for you have that

or the youth of
Richie said.

v A ; Hak ON TO HIGH SCHOOL

r'd Now it was on to Norwood

ks ed man in every game he
1 {High School and Hebner was ind|Dasebal y ding ov
. | played, took the ‘puck behind I play during the| ding ovation. .
g o make a mark at h?rwood,ruxyow" it weent 8 ind) summer ionths. He played| His third thrill, and could be Brooks, Mike Carney, Neil little extra that it takesyjo be
{High which may never be| ghat this may have surpassed|Higgins, Jack Bayer and a success. Go get ‘em,

entire Walpole team and fired
a bullet into the lower right

|duplicated. He played for four|
2 straight years as a mnigul

f }‘hmhy played and baseball

‘4 4 | player as well.

|" Pérhaps Richie Hebner

Imade his biggest imprint on|

{one year of baseball for t

|Norwood Legion under G! them all, came in early
8 bullet 0 of the cage and|Petrovek as a 14 year older, |Septomber when he was call-
Norwood won the game 1-0 in|and when Norwood dispanded ed up by the Pirates and step-
one of Hebner's and No”m‘me program he joined ped onto a major league field
{ey’s greatest moments. Walpole. ~ xn‘n(\ﬂuugu for the first' time,|
| We could talk about his| “They feeling is alto]
‘ﬁsyﬁleﬁmmﬁ: thel ockey days at Norwood High SIGNS WITH PIRATES _ |ditferent. It's something that 1
|§etkc <f the Bay State Lesguel|(Of Pages, but Jet's just say] When his high school career can't_explain. Playing on a|
e Soor years, He ed g9|that he was the best player|was over Richie Hebner had "“mT loague g'el‘j *monget
oals in four years with|SYer 1o¥put oo skates forjone of two choices to make.|oee have long admired was
Boals in those four years whiNarwood, and pechaps theile had to make » decision to|tomething. Earnle Banks camy
therm, and every time he cars best ever in the state. He was) become a professional hockey|2Ver 1o cbat with me and T|
them, and eYery e woclgiist fantastic with his size, player wich the Boston Bruins, ) couldn't belleve it. Thare
[sedignd i prces Soeed. desire and shot. Hislor to become a professionai |, WMIRKY 10 Intlelddrll
o e e aaa|numbef 18 was retired and not|baseball player. with " Elll Mazeroskl. = Boy,

round what a feeling,’ he added.
burg Then it was a summer of
thossands |watching hockey games and
of players to choose” from |c4ferly awailing the spring
across the country this had training with the climax com-

to be quite' an honer. ing on Tuesday night.

*I loved hockey and had m. THANKS A
big thrills din . But T knew EARERZS
i & for the money and the future was| ‘‘Words can't explain my
Pass 7 in baseball. If I had to choose|feeling of being given a
the two with the chance like this and my first
thanks has to go to my
ts. My mother  and| "

e three goals 't detest {ather stayed with me through

Natick 4-2 and assisted on the |some anxious moments during
other. . my life. They were at every,
on his way up the ladder. game I played and I can't ex-| 4
Aftar mimming ha mlawad #as|nlain the insoirational lift that| |

many many more. | Pirates.

COLUMBUS THIRD SACKER — Richie Hebner's last
stop on his way to major leggue starting position with
the Pittsburg Pirates was with the Calumbus Jets of
the Intemational League last  season.. He is showa
scooping up a ground ball in playofis.

came
day, Jan. 19, 1963 when he




